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passionate desire to do justice. He had little doubt that
those in whose hands the responsibility rested of electing a
Viceroy in India, at a moment in the history of that country
by no means free from grave anxiety, had in their minds this
attribute of Lord Reading, and were influenced by a cer-
tainty of the impression that would be produced on the
native mind by the knowledge that one of our greatest
judges, a man whose career had been synonymous in its
practical application with the very conception of justice,
was forsaking his judicial functions to go to India, with a
determination that, during his tenure of office, sympathy, at
least, and a desire to do justice between class and class,
man and man, would be forthcoming. Lord Reading had
lived a life rich in adventure, but his greatest adventure
now awaited him, as he approached the dazzling East."

LORD READING'S REPLY.

Lord Reading, in his reply to the toast, said that " no
honour could give him more pleasure than that of meeting
his friends of the Bench and Bar that night. At the same
time, no function he had attended had filled him with so
much regret. He was leaving those among whom he had
passed his life, and was laying down a position he had
occupied now for some years. He was consoled, however,
by the thought that when he returned after his period of
Viceroyalty had elapsed, he would still find friends in the
Temple, the Courts and elsewhere. The Lord Chancellor
has referred to some qualities which Lord Birkenhead was
good enough to say he possessed. He could conceive no
qualities better for a Judge than those of courtesy and
patience, and when to this had been added that he had a
passionate love of justice, the Lord Chancellor had said
that which came nearest to his heart. He hoped that he
would continue to practice these qualities in the larger
sphere to which he was now to be transferred.

" He was setting out on a task of very great responsibility,
and while he did not intend to dwell on this he must say that
he believed the training he had had at the Bar would be